
Hello Fred,

First and foremost, a resounding thank you to all who attended and supported our annual Farm 2
Scholar dinner last month. Your participation made the evening a remarkable success, further
solidifying our commitment to education and the empowerment of LGBTQ+ and allied students
in our community.

As we head into the final stretch of the year, we look forward to seeing you at more of our
upcoming networking events and programs, including our annual Boas & Bow Ties Gala on
October 10th and our Holiday Party on December 11th. Sponsorships available for both events!
don't miss this great opportunity to showcase your business and your support of our chamber.

As always, thank you for being a part of our business community! If you have any questions or
are interested in event sponsorship opportunities for 2024/2025, please contact us.

P.S. Happy LGBTQ+ History Month & Hispanic Heritage Month!

Warmly,
 
Samuel N. Jones, Chair

Pictured Below: (Left to Right) Barbara Aho (Drag Queen Bingo Grand Prize Co-Winner), Samuel N. Jones,
SRCC Chair, JoAnn Chance (Drag Queen Bingo Grand Prize Co-Winner)
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Upcoming Chamber Events

Relationship Marketing - Virtual Lunch &
Learn with Celia - Oct. 2th
Join us for an interactive workshop on
Relationship Marketing, led by Celia
Surridge, Business & Marketing Consultant!
Discover how technology, including AI tools
like ChatGPT, can help you build stronger
customer connections and streamline your
marketing efforts.

In this engaging session, you'll learn the
essential strategies for cultivating customer
loyalty and enhancing your brand's
reputation through personalized, meaningful
interactions. We'll explore how leveraging
technology can simplify your marketing
tasks, making it easier to foster lasting
relationships with your customers.
 
Whether you’re new to marketing or a
seasoned pro, this workshop will provide

Register
Here!!

https://business.rainbowchamber.com/events/details/relationship-marketing-lunch-learn-with-celia-3244?calendarMonth=2024-10-01


you with valuable insights and strategies to
elevate your customer relationships and
position your business for long-term
success. Don’t miss this chance to learn
from a leading expert and take your
marketing capabilities to the next level!
RSVP is required for this FREE Event. Learn
more and register online. 

Drag Queen Bingo - October 3rd
Join us every first Thursday of the month
at Mango’s for Drag Queen Bingo with
hostess, DoMe Moore. Our October
beneficiary is Chalk It Up.

The fun starts at 7 PM but we always
suggest getting there early - seating is first
come, first served! $20 to play all 8
games. Cash only! Learn more here.

October Networking Mixer - October
15th
Join us at Elevation 10 Winery in
Clarksburg for a night of networking and
fun! Attendance is free for Rainbow
Chamber members and $10 for Non-
Members. Advance online registration is
required. RSVP here.

Register Here!

Boas & Bow Ties - October 10th
Join us for a night of vibrant fun at our annual Boas & Bow Ties Gala! Get ready to dazzle
in your brightest orange, yellow, or green attire as we celebrate with a splash of tropical
flair. Enjoy refreshing cocktails, delicious bites, and electrifying entertainment.
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We are especially excited to celebrate the recipients of our scholarships, who will be
honored and rewarded during the event. Your presence will help us recognize and support
these remarkable individuals as they take the next step in their journey to becoming
tomorrow’s leaders.

Tickets are on sale now! More information and sponsorship opportunities can be found
here.

Get your tickets here, while they last!! 

Shout out to our current Boas and Bow Ties Sponsors!
(It's not too late to add your logo to this list!)
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Annual Holiday Party - December 13th

Celebrate the end of another great year at
the Rainbow Chamber's annual Naughty
or Nice Holiday Party! This event is FREE



for Members and $10 for Non-Members.
Attendees MUST RSVP in advance. 

Your business can now sponsor this
event! Showcase your business and
support of our Sacramento LGBTQ+
Rainbow Chamber of Commerce while
space is available! Email
Fred.Palmer@rainbowchamber.com for
more information on sponsorship
opportunities!

Register Here!
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COMMUNITY EVENTS & NEWS



LGBTQ+ Historic Experience Project -
Oct. 2nd + Oct. 9th
Join us at these two upcoming events to
hear about the research added to the
Sacramento LGBTQ historic context
statement since the first draft was
released over the summer. The updated
draft will be released at the end of
September, so this will be an opportunity
to hear about stories that have been
collected by the project team and to pick
up a printed copy of the draft to take
home. The second draft will be available
for comments until October 27th, so there
is still time to share your stories! Plus, we
will be serving dinner at the meetings!

October is Breast Cancer Awareness
Month!
October is Breast Cancer Awareness
Month and Rainbow Chamber of
Commerce member Albie Aware Breast
Cancer Foundation recommends a clinical
breast exam and screening mammogram
annually for individuals 40 years or older.
If an individual has a family history,
genetic markers, or any symptoms they
may need a mammogram more frequently
and/or before age 40. They are LGBTQ+
led, if you need help scheduling a breast
cancer screening or have questions,
contact Albie Aware at
Info@AlbieAware.org or 916-927-1592.

AARP - Social Security: Your Partner
Through Life’s Journey
Join us for an informative webinar on
October 30th at 2 p.m. PT, designed
specifically for the LGBTQ+ community.
Social Security provides financial
protection for nearly 68 million individuals
and families, including older Americans,
veterans, people with disabilities, and

mailto:Info@AlbieAware.org


survivors. Our commitment extends to
everyone, regardless of sexual orientation
or gender identity.
 
In this session, we’ll cover entitlement and
eligibility requirements for retirement,
disability, Supplemental Security Income
(SSI), Medicare, and survivor benefits.
Discover the benefits available to same-sex
couples, including recent changes to
survivor benefits for same-sex partners
and important policy updates regarding
sex identification for Social Security
number records.

For more information visit:
· LGBTQI+ | SSA
· Same-Sex Couples | SSA
· Gender Identity | SSA
· With You Through Life's Journey
(LGBTQ+)

Register Here

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH HIGHLIGHT

We sat down with our incredible board member, Ashley Skeets, for an interview

about Hispanic Heritage Month. Check out her response here!

What does Hispanic Heritage Month
mean to you?
"Hispanic Heritage Month holds special
significance for me because I am part Mexican,
and I grew up closely with my grandmother, who

What is one question business leaders
should reflect on during this month?
"Business leaders should reflect on this
question: How can we ensure that our workplace
culture genuinely values diversity and actively    

https://www.ssa.gov/people/lgbtqi/
https://www.ssa.gov/people/lgbtqi/couples.html
https://www.ssa.gov/people/lgbtqi/gender-identity.html
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https://events.aarp.org/KN8daB


is 100% Mexican. Through her, I was exposed to
this amazing culture, and it has always been a
part of my life. Even though I don't visually
appear Hispanic, it's a key part of my identity that
I fully embrace. This month allows me to get in
touch with that part of myself and reflect on the
cultural traditions and values that have shaped
me. It’s a reminder to celebrate my heritage and
the larger Hispanic community that continues to
make lasting contributions to society."

Are there any Hispanic LGBTQ+ public
figures who inspire you?
"One figure who inspires me is Amaranta Gómez
Regalado, a Muxe activist and politician. The
Muxe community, indigenous to Oaxaca near my
family’s home state of Guerrero, represents a
unique and beautiful expression of gender
diversity within Mexican culture. Amaranta has
been a trailblazer, advocating for the rights of
LGBTQ+ individuals and indigenous
communities. Her dedication to bringing visibility
to the Muxe community and challenging societal
norms is incredibly inspiring. She reminds me of
the importance of embracing all parts of one’s
identity and fighting for inclusivity and
acceptance in every space."

How do you hope to see Hispanic
Heritage Month recognized and
celebrated by the Sacramento business
community?
"I hope to see Sacramento businesses actively
engage in recognizing Hispanic Heritage Month
by spotlighting Hispanic-owned businesses,
creating inclusive events, and offering
educational opportunities about Hispanic history
and contributions. It would be great to see more
collaborations between Hispanic entrepreneurs
and local companies, along with efforts to foster
mentorship and networking opportunities for
Hispanic professionals in the region."

supports the growth and visibility of Hispanic     
employees? By considering this, leaders can
assess whether their company practices
inclusivity not only in w
ords but in meaningful actions that lead to
equitable opportunities and representation."

Highlight your favorite business to
support!
"One of my favorite businesses to support is La
Costa Coffee Shop. They bring a rich and
authentic Hispanic culinary influence to the
Sacramento region. Their menu not only
showcases incredible coffee but also reflects the
vibrant flavors and traditions of Hispanic culture.
La Costa offers a unique space where the
community can experience and enjoy Hispanic-
inspired food and drink, making it a local
treasure. Their presence in Sacramento adds to
the diverse culinary landscape and serves as a
reminder of the cultural richness that Hispanic-
owned businesses bring to the area."

Anything else you would like to add?
"Hispanic Heritage Month is a time to celebrate,
but it’s also an opportunity for education and
advocacy. I’d love to see businesses and
organizations use this month as a springboard
for ongoing conversations about inclusion,
equity, and the vital role Hispanic culture plays in
shaping our future. Let’s use this time to foster
stronger relationships across communities and
drive impactful change!"

Farm 2 Scholar 2024 Highlights



Photo Credit: Amy Medina of Amy Medina Photography

Wishing you a Happy LGBTQ+ History Month and
Hispanic Heritage Month from all of us here at the

Sacramento Rainbow Chamber of Commerce!
Get social with the Sacramento Rainbow Chamber!
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